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Read the story on Watersheds and find the words in bold red. 

Hint:  There are 32 words - 16 Vertical - 11 Horizontal - 5 Diagonal 

Where Does Your Water Shed? Word Search  



A watershed is the land that water flows across or under on its way to a stream, river, or lake. 
Landscape is made up of many interconnected basins or watersheds. Within each watershed, all 
water runs to the lowest point such as a stream, river, or lake. On its way, water travels over the 
surface and across farms, fields, forest lands, suburban lawns, and city streets; or it seeps into 
the soil and travels as groundwater. Large watersheds like the ones for the Mississippi River, 
Columbia River, and Chesapeake Bay are made up of many smaller watersheds across several 
states.  
 
Watersheds come in many different shapes and sizes. A watershed can be affected by many different 
activities and events. Construction of cities and towns, farming, logging, and the application and 
disposal of many garden and household chemicals can affect the quantity and quality of water 
flowing from a watershed.  
 
Everyone lives in a watershed, and we are a part of a watershed community. The animals, birds and 
fish are, too! People influence what happens in watersheds, good or bad, by how the natural 
resources – the soil, water, air, plants, and animals – are treated. The quantity and quality of water 
draining from a watershed are dependent upon the climate, vegetation, soils, geology, and 
development of that watershed. Activities that change the vegetation and surface characteristics of 
some watersheds will affect the quantity and quality of water contributed to a stream. For example, a 
greater volume of water, perhaps of poorer quality, will flow from a parking lot than from a forest or 
pasture. This volume of water from a parking lot may result in increased flooding in a watershed 
because the greater volume exceeds the natural ability of the stream to transport the water. What 
happens in small watersheds, such as pollution, also affects the larger watersheds downstream.  
 
There are three different types of watersheds:  
 
Underdeveloped watersheds are drainage basins that have no development affecting the quality of 
quantity of water in that watershed.  
These watersheds are primarily on public-owned lands in national forests, national parks, and 
wilderness areas. Underdeveloped watersheds provide scientists with areas to study the natural 
processes of a watershed.  
 
Planned Watersheds are drainage basins that contain planned development.  
Planning the development within a watershed requires consideration of the entire drainage basin. 
Planned actions consider the effect on the natural resources of the watershed and help preserve the 
quality and quantity of water flowing from the watershed. Actions such as controlling surface runoff 
and protecting stream channels help preserve the quality and quantity of water flowing from a 
watershed. Limiting the number and type of structures on a flood plain is one method of preventing 
loss of property from floods. Placing parks, golf courses or farmland on a flood plain can reduce 
property loss caused by floods.  
 
Unplanned Watersheds are drainage basins that do not contain planned development.  
Unplanned development within a watershed has the potential for degradation of water quality and 
increased loss of property from flooding. Runoff from city streets improper farms and logging 
techniques, poor residential and industrial chemical disposal practices can all affect water quality. 
Locating homes and businesses on flood plains greatly increases the chance of damage from 
flooding. Levees or dams may need to be put in place to protect development already located on the 
flood plain. 

 

 


